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selves at the standpoint of statesmen in their day,, who look  CHAP.
forward to the uncertainties of the future and know not what v LyL
to-morrow may bring forth.                                                      ^T- 62t

VI
Through the winter of 1898, and up to the spring of 1899,
anxiety remained at a stretch and arming continued. M.Delcasse
told the British ambassador "very deliberately" that if France
had to go to war with England "he was convinced that the rival
commercial interests of Germany and England would strongly
dispose the former to identify her action with that of Russia and
France for the purpose of destroying England's maritime and
commercial superiority".1
The claim to a French right of way from the Congo to the Nile
was not yet withdrawn. Chamberlain's mind received lively
illumination by a private letter from the Sudan. It was written
to his lifelong friend Admiral Maxse by the latter's son Ivor,2
who was then with Marchand, and gave an instructive as
well as delightful account of that knight-errant's personality
and views. "He is a good talker with a charming frank expres-
sion, and he looks you straight in the face and gives me the
impression of being endowed with a singularly honest mind."
But he still expected France to keep a strong footing in the
Bahr-el-Ghazal.3
Diplomatic gossip everywhere was busy with speculation on
the relations between Salisbury and Chamberlain. Count Deym,
the Austro-Hungarian ambassador in London, believed himself
entitled to assert that the Prime Minister would have been some-
what more obliging towards France but for the definite opposi-
tion of his colleagues, especially Chamberlain and the Duke of
Devonshire.4 A couple of days later Hatzfeldt derives a similar
impression. "Lord Salisbury, without directly saying so, clearly
conveyed by glances and manner that in Chamberlain he has to
1  British Documents, vol. i. p. 196     1899 for the use of the Foreign Office.
(Monson to Salisbury, December 9,        4 Grosse Politik, vol. xiv. Second
1898).                                                  Part, pp. 402-403 (Hatzfeldt to the
2  Now General Sir Ivor Maxse.          Chancellor, Prince Hohenlohe, Decem-
8 This letter, dated December 2,    ber 20, 1898). "The old Gallic fox" is
1898, and written from a point near    William II.*s marginal remark regard-
Fashoda,   was   printed  in  January    ing Salisbury.